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MONSTER ISLAND

By Alan Gilbey 

In which Cassie gets too big for her boots

and the hamster has it large.

Final draft- 9th January 2002

alangilbey@hotmail.com

THE STORY SO FAR
 My name’s Cassie and I’m lost – 

lost after pirates attacked my father’s space ship. 

He swore he’d come back for me, but he didn’t, 

So I went looking, and to help me look I decided to hire 

the roughest, toughest bounty hunter in the galaxy. 

But he was too expensive. 

So I ended up with a hamster 

 and that’s when my troubles really began!
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I was the co-creator, script editor and co-writer of all 26 episodes 

of Bounty Hamster, which was first screened on CBBC in 2003. 

It was Bafta nominated for best animated series.

FADE UP ON - SPACE, NEAR A GREEN PLANET. 

We see the buggy section of Keith ( the Bounty Hamster’s spaceship ) detaching itself from the engine unit and descending towards the surface. 



MARION
 (VO)

Captains log – stardate; it feels like a Thursday. 



We have ceased our ceaseless searching for Cassie’s 


dad for a short stop on a small planet - to find fresh 

water and maybe a decent take-away

CUT TO-  

EXT. THE PLANET’S SURFACE. DAY.

Marion and Cassie are walking along through a field of what appear to be small leafy vegetables. As Marion skips along he scoops them up them excitedly.



MARION 


It’s an all you can eat salad bar!



CASSIE


Don’t be so greedy.

CLOSER as he takes a bite out of one of the plants, but-



MARION 


Yow. Splinters!

He examines what he just tried to eat. It has a trunk.



MARION 


Hey, these ain’t Broccoli. They’re tiny trees.



CASSIE


Bonsai.



MARION 


Bless you.

WIDER as Cassie looks over to a cluster of towers in the distance.



CASSIE


Maybe we should have asked permission from                                      the people in that city first.



MARION


Aw, they’re miles away. 


Who’s gonna miss a little vegetation?



MONSTER (OS)


ROOOOOOOOOOOOOOAR!

Cassie spins round 



CASSIE


Maybe - him?

HER POV. A HUGE, SCARY MONSTER is running towards them. 

ON MARION as he steps in front of Cassie to defend her



MARION 


I’ll save you Cassie!

He reaches into his cheeks and pulls out a stick that he aims like a gun. A beat. 

A white flag falls down from it. He waves it in surrender.

ON THE MONSTER, same shot as before, almost upon them now.



MONSTER


ROOOOOOOOOAAAAAARRRRRRRR!

ON OUR HEROES, eyes closed, braced to be eaten - then CLIVE the monster runs into shot. In fact he’s much shorter than Cassie; more like a big dog than an evil creature.



CASSIE


Hey, not fair. 
We thought you were further away.



CLIVE


Run! Run!



MARION  


And why should we run? You ain’t such a big deal.

We hear growing engine noise.

ON THE MONSTER as his eyes go wide in fear.



CLIVE (terrified)


Too late. They’re here.

WIDE. two sets of white glowing eyes are swooping down towards our heroes. They see them and break into a run. 

NEW ANGLE to reveal these ‘eyes’ are in fact the head lamps of two small, but sinister military helicopters.

ON OUR HEROES AND CLIVE as they run, the helicopters in hot pursuit, heading for the city in the distance. 



CASSIE


Who are these guys?



CLIVE  


Y-you don’t know?

Suddenly they are amongst the buildings of the city rather quicker than we expected. For the first time we realise that the distant city was in fact very close and this week our heroes are giants! 

EXT.  THE  CITY. DAY.



MARION


Oooo look. A model village.

Cassie stops running and Marion runs into her. Clive keeps going out of shot.



CASSIE


These guys aren’t little. We’re big!



GENERAL (OS - on megaphone)


Attention monsters.

OUR HEROES POV. A LINE OF tanks are blocking the street. In front of these stands A RABBIT GENERAL with a megaphone.



GENERAL


Surrender – or die.

As the tanks open fire we CUT BACK to our heroes. Shells explode by them, 

destroying parts of buildings. They dive out of the way just in time.



MARION


Stinkin’ sawdust, they must really hate 


these buildings!

Our heroes are on the run once more, the helicopters swooping after them. 



CASSIE


On a scale of one to ten this is bonkers!

CLOSE on the helicopters as -WHOMP!- they fire nets.

ON A STREET CORNER as Marion runs round it and flattens himself against the wall. There are two hover trucks parked here and he casually picks one up.



MARION


I guess they were right Cass. 


It really IS a small world. Eh, Cass? Cass?

ON CASSIE being lifted into the air, caught in a net suspended beneath the helicopters.



CASSIE


Hamsttttterrrrrrr!

CLOSE ON MARION, the background zipping by.



MARION


Hang on. I’m coming! 

PULL OUT. Marion is roller-blading with the hover trucks tied to his feet. 

We go to SPLIT SCREEN to see an incredible display of STREET LINE SKATING. Over THRASHING GUITAR we see Marion -  

· Leaping ramps.

· Circling curved buildings.

· Spinning round a fountain.

· Railing a monorail track.

He almost catches up to Cassie, but the copters lift upwards, raising her out of view as he runs out of road. 

He hits the railings at the side of a large body of water, leaving his trucks behind, and goes flying over the edge. But instead of the splash that we expect, we hear a dull thump instead.

EXT. CITY BEACH. DAY

ON MARION rammed head first into the sandy foreshore. A BOY RABBIT ( who we’ll call Ash, but not in the actual show for fear of prosecution!) is looking up at him.



MARION ( muffled)


At least things can’t get any worse.



ASH (matter of fact)  


The tides coming in.

The upside down Marion folds his arms indignantly. 



MARION


Oh good.

Water begins to lap at him. 

HAMSTER WIPE TO -

EXT. OVER THE SEA. DAY

We see two creatures carried in nets swung beneath helicopters which are sweeping across  the sea. One is Cassie, the other is Clive.



CASSIE


Where are they taking us?



CLIVE


We ain’t supposed to go to the city.


We’re supposed to stay on - 

THREE QUICK, ANGLED SHOTS, each of which takes us closer to a forbidding looking island, surrounded by a tall wire fence strung from electricity pylons and crowned with a volcano.



CLIVE (cont-OS)


THE ROCK!

CUT TO A CLAW RAKING ROCK. Screeeeech!

PULL OUT- 

EXT. MONSTER ISLAND. DAY

AN ELDERLY GODZILLA-LIKE MONSTER is making a mark on the side of the volcano, counting the days it has been here. There are many, many marks



OLD DINOSAUR 


Heads up , new arrivals 

PAN TO SHOW DIVERSE MONSTERS, breaking rocks, watched by armed guards in a tower. They look up to see the helicopters crossing the sea towards them. 



OLD DINOSAUR (cont) 


Poor souls.

HAMSTER WIPE TO– 

EXT. A BACK STREET OF THE CITY. DAY.

Marion and the kid come sneaking down an alley. 



MARION


I’m gonna be picking crabs out my teeth for a week!

ON ASH. 



ASH  


Please be quiet Mr Monster. 


I have to get you someplace safe before they see you.



TOUGH (OS)


Well, look what we’ve got here.

WIDE. TWO TOUGH LOOKING RABBITS are blocking Ash’s path.



TOUGH (cont) 


Our favourite source of extra pocket money.



TOUGH TWO


Can I give him a wedgie?  

ON ASH.



ASH


Leave me alone you bullies or I’ll set 


my new monster on you.

He indicates over his shoulder. 

WIDER. Ash is alone. There are only trashcans. 

ON THE TOUGHS mock trembling.



TOUGH ONE.


Aggh, it’s Binzilla! 



BOTH TOUGHS


Laughter ( cut short by - ) 



TOUGH TWO  


Why are we going up in the air?

WIDER to reveal Marion has picked them both off the ground. 



MARION


Pick on someone your own size.



BOTH TOUGHS 


Yike!

ON THE BINS as the two bullies are thrown into them.



MARION (OS)


Two points!

ON ASH AND MARION as they walk off.  



ASH


Wow!  That was cool. 


I’m gonna call you Antibullymon. 


No, Protectoroid



MARION


The name’s Marion.



ASH


But that’s a girl’s name.



MARION


You want me to eat your head?

HAMSTER WIPE TO – BLACK.



ASH (OS)


Here we are - Marion.

A door is opened admitting light. The kid stands silhouetted in a doorway 



ASH (cont) 



My secret hide out.

INT. A MONSTER LOVER’S DEN.

Ash flicks a switch and the room is illuminated, revealing  walls covered with pictures of monsters. There are toys and models of monsters also, and something on a table covered by a sheet.



ASH (cont)


I come here to get away from the 
other children.

ON MARION as he crawls into the room.



MARION


Nice place. Very - obsessive.


Who are these, your relatives?

ON ASH pointing at pictures.



ASH


That’s Codzilla. 
That’s RoboCodzilla.


That’s Dodecahedron.
 And that’s Barney

ON MARION holding a plush purple dinosaur.



BARNEY


Hyuk! Hyuk! Hyuk!

He drops it in horror.

ON ASH getting excited.



ASH


I LOVE monsters and one day I’m going to 


catch – I mean, make friends with them all.

WIDER as Ash offers Marion a small red and white ball.



ASH (cont)


Now get in this ball!

Marion looks to camera. A THOUGHT BALLOON appears above his head. In it is a Swiss clock. A door opens and a bird pops out.



BIRD


Cuckoo!

HAMSTER WIPE TO-  

EXT. MONSTER ISLAND. DAY.
WE PAN across dinosaurs breaking rocks with hammers until we find Cassie, Clive and the old dinosaur working hard.



CASSIE (partly over pan) 


I shouldn’t be doing this. 


No one should be doing this.


The universe does not need more little bits of rock.



CLIVE 


You think this is bad Cassie? 


At the end of the day they make us 


glue them all back together again.



CASSIE


But I’m innocent.



OLD DINOSAUR


That’s what we all say.



CASSIE 


So why do they keep you here?

PAN WITH THE OLD DINOSAUR as he walks over to a large round boulder. 



OLD DINOSAUR  


Once this was our planet

He hits the rock with his hammer and part of it crumbles away. It now looks like a statue of a rabbit.



OLD DINOSAUR (cont)


Then they came in their spaceships 


and built their little city.

He hits the rock again. The rabbit crumbles to reveal a representation of their city. 



OLD DINOSAUR (cont)


Now it is their planet and we are forced 


to live on this island.

He hits the rock and it crumbles into a representation of the Venus DeMilo. 



OLD DINOSAUR (shrugging)


Oh well, two out of three ain’t bad.

ZAP-SMASH! A beam of light hits the statue and it explodes. 

WHIP PAN to the WARDEN in the guard tower with a huge gun.



WARDEN


More work, less figurative sculpture. Get to it! 

ON CASSIE AND CLIVE.



CASSIE 


But this is so unfair. 



CLIVE


Better get used to it Cassie. It’s a life sentence.

ON THE WARDEN looking, smug, arms folded with his big gun. 

HAMSTER WIPE TO-

INT. A MONSTER LOVERS HIDEOUT. 

MARION is in exactly the same pose, arms folded.



MARION


Not much fun, huh?

WIDER to show Ash crammed into his Pokemon ball - sort of. The little bunny is bundled tight, but doesn’t really fit. 



ASH


All right. 
You don’t have to get in the ball.

Marion breaks him out of it.



MARION


Spend a lot of time on your own, don’t you kid?



ASH


The other children bully me because 


I’m clever and short.



MARION


I know the feeling.

PAN with Ash as he goes over to the cloth covered table.



ASH 


And that’s why I’ve been building this! 

He pulls away the cloth, revealing a model of a sailing ship. 



ASH  


Oops - wrong cloth.

SHIFT RIGHT to reveal an identical table and sheet. Ash pulls this aside revealing a ray projecting device.



ASH (cont) 


A growth ray! 
If I make myself as big 


as a monster 
no one will push me around. 


The only problem is - 

He puts him hand in front of the device and presses a  button. A feeble beam of light shoots out of it and hits his hand, which grows a tiny, tiny bit.



ASH (cont)


I can’t get big enough batteries.

ON MARION as his eyes light up.



MARION


Kid, I have the answer to all our problems.

He puts his paw in his mouth and pulls out an identical model of a sailing ship.


MARION


Oops – wrong cheek.

He tries again and pulls out a huge battery.

HAMSTER WIPE TO– 

EXT. A MAJOR CITY STREET. DAY

CLOSE ON ASH. In the background the city is passing by. 



ASH


Hang on monsters – we’re coming!

PULL OUT.  Marion is on all fours, running down the road. Ash is sitting on his back holding the ray device and the battery. There are in very slow moving traffic.



MARION


Why did it have to be rush hour? 



ASH


Just a few more blocks to where you left your ship.

WE HEAR A POLICE SIREN. Ash looks back and takes a gulp.



ASH


-gulp-

NEW ANGLE. A RABBIT POLICEMAN on a motor bike is cruising along side them.



BIKE COP


Hey kid,  what ya doing?



ASH


Just out, driving my car.



BIKE COP


It’s a very furry car.



MARION


He left me in the sun. I went off.

CLOSE ON THE COP



BIKE COP


Yeah, I had a yoghurt that did that once 


And 
– wait a minute! He’s too young to drive.

WIDE as Marion straightens up and breaks into a run, leaping over the roofs of the traffic ahead of them.



MARION 


How about climb?

The cop puts on his siren and gives chase.

HAMSTER WIPE TO-  

EXT. THE PARK OUTSIDE THE CITY. DAY
We see a breathless Marion running into a large clearing - the place they were picking trees at the beginning.



MARION


This is the place.



ASH


I can’t see any spacecraft. 



MARION


That’s because I’m using a special cloaking device.

CUT WIDER as Marion reaches up and pulls at something. A huge cloak painted to exactly match the background ( trees, sky ) is swept away revealing his ship!



MARION  


Lucky I found a cloak with this pattern.

We hear the whoop of approaching sirens.



MARION


Quick, climb in. 

NEW ANGLE ON KEITH blasting off from the park as Cops roar into the clearing.



MARION (cont OS)


Let’s bust open that rock!

CUT TO- 

A BIG ROCK. Crunch! A sledgehammer smashes it to pieces.

WIDER. 

EXT. MONSTER ISLAND. DAY

The monsters are still breaking rocks and chant in time to their hammer blows.



MONSTERS (chanting )


Huh! We’re working so hard.


Huh! We’re working so hard.


Huh! We’re working so hard.


Huh! -

ON CASSIE looking stressed



CASSIE


I can’t take this any more!

The singing cuts dead. 



CASSIE (cont) 


At least write a second line! 

We hear a siren and everyone looks round. 

ON THE WARDEN in his tower.



WARDEN


Heads up ladies. 
I’ve got a special treat for you.

ANGLE FAVOURING CASSIE with Clive and the Old Dinosaur in the background. 



CASSIE


It’s going to be torture, isn’t it?



OLD DINOSAUR


Worse Cassie - Tourism!

CUT TO– 

EXT. THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE. DAY

A jeep exactly like those in ‘Jurassic Park’ drives past, full of excited tourists.



WARDEN 


Watch out folks. Anything can happen 


on Monster Island.

Suddenly a huge monster head appears on the other side of the fence, right next 

to the vehicle.



MONSTER


ROOOOAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRR!! 



TOURISTS 


-excited shrieks-

WIDER as the other monsters appear at the fence too.



MONSTERS


-Roars!-

ON CASSIE AND CLIVE.



CASSIE


I can’t do that.



OLD DINOSAUR


You have to Cassie, or they won’t feed you.

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE as Cassie sticks her head through the trees and tries to make monster noises at the vehicle too.



CASSIE


Grrr-grrr.

ON THE WARDEN and the tourists.



WARDEN


Quick folks, defend yourselves.

The tourists produce water pistols and begin to squirt the monsters.

ON CASSIE as a flood of water hits her in the face. 



TOURISTS(OS)


-laughter-

ON THE WARDEN 



WARDEN


Let’s really teach those monsters a lesson.

ON A SOAKED CASSIE as she finally loses it. 



CASSIE 


I AM NOT A MONSTER. I AM A HUMAN BEING! 

She goes to tear down the fence, but BZZZTTTTT! In a shower of sparks she is thrown backwards into the undergrowth.

ON THE JEEP.



WARDEN


Don’t worry folks. They can’t break through 


that electrified fence.



MARION (OS)


But they CAN step over it.

WE PAN UP to reveal Keith hovering in the air above the island. Ash is hanging out the airlock with the ray device.



MARION   


NOW! 

Ash hits a button and the ray fires down at the island.

ON THE MONSTERS as the beam hits them. Immediately they begin to grow and grow. Suddenly the fence isn’t so high anymore and they begin to step over it.

ON THE JEEP as the passengers panic. They jump out of it just as a huge foot stomps down and crushes the vehicle!

ON MARION running over to a still smoking Cassie, laying on the ground. Her hair has been fried by the electricity and is standing very straight.



CASSIE (weak) 


Marion – tell me the truth. 


Is my hair gonna be O.K?

Marion begins to rearrange it into odd styles.



MARION  


A little moose, maybe a perm, or a wig. 

Cassie snaps back and sits bolt upright.



CASSIE


We must get off this island! 



MARION


We will, thanks to my little friend.

A huge shadow looms over them.



ASH (OS)


NOT SO MUCH OF THE LITTLE!

They look up and gulp.



BOTH


- gulp! -

NEW ANGLE. A really, really huge Ash is looming over them.



ASH


CALL ME - KING OF THE MONSTERS!

ON MARION



MARION ( emotional ) 


They grow up so fast.

ON A POWER MAD ASH as he kicks a guard tower to pieces.



ASH


NO MORE BEING PUSHED AROUND.


NO MORE BEING BULLIED.


NOW I WILL PUSH PEOPLE AROUND.


NOW I WILL BULLY!

NEW ANGLE as Ash turns to the monsters who are watching him. 



ASH  


What do you say we go to the city 


and show them 
how real monsters behave?

ON THE MONSTERS as they roar their approval.



ALL THE MONSTERS  


RARGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG!

ON CASSIE AND MARION watching Ash lead the monsters, wading, into the sea. 



ASH (looking back)


Told you one day I’d collect them all! 

ON OUR HEROES



CASSIE


We can’t let him destroy the city.



MARION


Not on this show’s budget.


CASSIE 
I’ve got an idea!

HAMSTER WIPE TO-

EXT. AT SEA. DAY. 

The monsters are wading towards the distant city, with a large ship passing in the foreground. Suddenly Keith comes zooming past them, turning in mid-air to hover 

in their path. Cassie is at the open airlock with a megaphone.



CASSIE


Wait! Revenge is never the answer.


It makes you as bad as the bad guys.



ASH


No, badder.

Ash reaches down and plucks the ship from the water.



PASSENGERS (OS) 


Eeeeeek! 



CASSIE


And is that what the rest of you want?

ON THE MONSTERS as they look to each other, not so sure.

ON MARION looking at flashing scanner screen in alarm.



MARION


Cassie, here’s a shipping warning.


Look out – SHIP!

WIDE as the ship comes flying towards Keith, which performs a daring last minute manoeuvre to avoid it.  

ON ASH.



ASH


I will squash you!

ON CASSIE aiming the growth ray at him.



CASSIE


Not if I zap you first.

WIDE as Ash laughs.



ASH


You’ll just make me bigger and more powerful.



CASSIE


Well you know what they say. 


The bigger they are-

Cassie zaps him and zaps him and zaps him.

A SERIES OF PULL OUTS as Ash gets bigger and bigger. He quickly goes from huge to humungous to absurdly large. 

In the final shot of the sequence we see the whole planet hanging in space with a mammoth Ash precariously balanced upon it! 



CASSIE (cont - OS)


The harder they fall off the planet.

A final big burst from the ray hits Ash, who grows even bigger, then topples and tumbles right off the planet, falling through space. 
 

HAMSTER WIPE TO- 

EXT. OPEN COUNTRY. DAY. 

A grateful crowd of dinosaurs are saying goodbye to our heroes, who are standing by Keith. On the flat horizon line we can see the distant rabbit city.



OLD DINOSAUR



Cassie, thank-you. 



You stopped us from becoming real monsters.

 

Perhaps one day we will also be free.

Marion enters holding the growth ray.



MARION


One day – like today! 


We’ve made a few alterations to this. 



Now it can shrink things too. 



CLIVE


Does it work?



CASSIE 


It did earlier.

Cassie walks over to rabbit city which is much closer than it appeared to be and much smaller than it was. She lifts it off the ground by it’s tallest tower. 



A MILLION RABBITS


-shriek!-



CASSIE


They won’t be a big problem from now on.



CLIVE 


Aw, they’re cute.



A MILLION RABBITS 


Don’t call us cute!

Marion pops up in the foreground. 



MARION (outraged) 


Hey, that my catchphrase!

ON THE OLD DINOSAUR.



OLD DINOSAUR


But what about the child who released us?


We do feel a little bad about him.

ON MARION



MARION


Aw, don’t worry. 



I’m sure he’ll land on his feet.

CUT TO– 

EXT. THE INFINITES OF SPACE. PANNING DOWN. 

Ash comes tumbling by, going in the same direction as the pan. A new planet rises into view and he falls towards it. 

CUT TO-

EXT. AN ALIEN SCHOOL PLAYGROUND. DAY

Ash lands with a bump on the tarmac. 

PULL OUT. two big ALIEN kids are regarding him from the foreground.



ALIEN BULLY


Looks like we’ve got us a new kid in school.



ALIEN BULLY TWO 


Weedy little thing ain’t he?

Ash looks up at them and realises his fate.

WE PULL OUT FAST ON THE PLANET AND INTO SPACE as we hear -  



ASH (OS)


NOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!

IRIS DOWN.
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-THE END-

� Marion is the Bounty Hamster’s real name, like it was John Wayne’s – but he hates it.





� We see a monster with a fish head, a robot monster with a fish head and a very geometrical monster.


� In this universe cartoon physics apply!


� And normally it is – but not in this episode!





1
1

