-KING CATASTROPHE-

Heroes

by Alan Gilbey

King Catastrophe ( now known as Tiny Tyrant ) is a new French 

series about a stroppy seven year old king, based on a best selling series of comic strip albums. This is one of the pilot scripts.

It’s aimed at 5-7 year olds.

 Final draft- 26th January 2004 

OPEN ON A PANEL FROM A COMIC BOOK. 

The short opening scene of this script is a series of still comic book images

( which are appropriate to the story AND save you money on animation! ) The graphic style is not dissimilar from that of the normal series, but outlines are thicker, colours used less subtly and angles more extreme.

IMAGE ONE is an angled shot of a classic muscle bound SUPERHERO running past an office block. Speed lines trail behind him. 



KING ADALBERT (VO)


Faster than a speeding building.

IMAGE TWO. The same character jumping over some bullets.



KING ADALBERT (VO con’t)


Able to leap bullets in a single bound. 

IMAGE THREE. The heroic in a heroic pose, cape streaming behind him.



KING ADALBERT (VO con’t)


It’s Mighty Mighty MightyMan! His mighty mission?

IMAGE FOUR. The hero punching out an evil looking giant robot with a Lois Lane-like woman in the foreground. 



KING ADALBERT (VO con’t )


To make the world a better place FOR EVERYONE!

IMAGE FIVE. Close on the Lois Lane-like woman. 



KING ADALBERT (doing woman’s voice - VO)


Thank you mighty mighty MightyMan. 


You’ve made the world a better place for everyone.

IMAGE SIX. A wider version of the above. The woman is now looking around her in surprise because she is on her own. 


KING ADALBERT (VO con’t )


But mighty mighty MightyMan needs no thanks.

IMAGE SEVEN. The superhero slipping round a corner.



KING ADALBERT (VO con’t )


Simply knowing he has done something good 


is his reward.

IMAGE EIGHT. Closer as he looks to camera winking.



GOVERNESS ( O.S. ) 


YOUR MAJESTY!

MATCH DISSOLVE TO –

INT. THE PALACE CLASSROOM. DAY.

CLOSE ON  ADALBERT looking up.



KING ADALBERT (defensive)


I didn’t do anything!

NEW ANGLE. THE GOVERNESS is standing over Adalbert, who is sitting at a desk with a maths book. There is something rather obviously hidden inside. At an adjoining desk sits THE DAUGHTER ( who really needs a name! ) 



GOVERNESS  


What is that in your maths book?



KING ADALBERT


Er… maths?

The teacher plucks a MightyMan comic out of his text book.



TEACHER 


You know I don’t allow comics in class

Adalbert throws his head back and shouts. 



KING ADALBERT  


PRIME MINISTER!

The prime minister runs in.



PRIME MINISTER


Yes your magnificence?



KING ADALBERT   


Pass a law making it illegal for any schoolbook 


NOT to have a comic inside!

WHIP PAN TO A LARGE GROUP OF VERY HAPPY CHILDREN waving school books  - all with very obvious comics inside.



CHILDREN


Hooray!  

CLOSE ON ADALBERT AND THE DAUGHTER. 



DAUGHTER 


I wish there really were super heroes like mighty 


mighty MightyMan.



KING ADALBERT 


Then as king I shall grant your wish.

CUT TO-

INT. A PALACE CORRIDOR. DAY 

The King strides purposefully out of the school room with the daughter running along behind, keen to tag along. 



DAUGHTER ( excited ) 


You’re really going to become a superhero?



KING ADALBERT 


First there’s something I need.

CUT TO - INT. A PALACE STAIRCASE. DAY 



DAUGHTER


A really cool power?

CUT TO - INT. A LARGE PALACE CHAMBER. DAY 



DAUGHTER


A secret identity?

CUT TO - INT. A PALACE DOORWAY. DAY 

Adalbert throws his head back. 



KING ADALBERT 


ROYAL TAILOR!

The door opens and a CHAMBERLAIN REUSE with a tape measure around his neck looks out. 



KING ADALBERT ( con’t ) 


Make me a costume!

CUT TO A MONTAGE OVER MUSIC. We see a number of mainly static shots of Adalbert modelling very elaborate superhero costumes, whilst the daughter watches admiringly. The first one swamps him because it’s… 



KING ADALBERT 


Too big!

CUT. The second one almost cripples him because it’s rubber and …



KING ADALBERT 


Too small!

CUT. The third appears to be a ballet dancer’s outfit.



KING ADALBERT 


Tutu!

MONTAGE CONTINUES. We see Adalbert striding forth in a costume with an extremely long cape.



KING ADALBERT


With a single bound I shall..

He trips over the cape and falls face first to the floor 



KING ADALBERT ( muffled ) 


…hurt myself!

MONTAGE ENDS. CLOSE ON ADALBERT 



KING ADALBERT (O.S,) 


Now THIS one I like! 

WIDE. We see he is now surrounded by hundreds of discarded costumes. The tailor looks exhausted. The costume Adalbert is wearing looks a lot like what he normally wears, but translated into super hero garb. It has a red cape trimmed with an ermine and an oversized crown with eye holes, that functions as a mask.



ROYAL TAILOR


You look most..  awesome your majesty.

The daughter runs in wearing a home-made costume that mainly seems to consist of dolls tied to her head and body.



DAUGHTER


WHOOSH! I am Dyna-Dolly and my super power is 


I  have lots of dollies. Can I be your sidekick?



KING ADALBERT 


No.   

With a sigh she slumps off screen as Adalbert pulls a superhero pose. 



KING ADALBERT 


Let the good deeds begin!

KING WIPE
 TO -

EXT. THE COAST. DAY.

CLOSE ON  A DISTRAUGHT MOTHER.



DISTRAUGHT MOTHER (OS)


HELP! HELP! My son is so interested in his maths book 


he’s about to walk off a cliff! 

CUT to see A LITTLE BOY so intently reading a comic hidden in a math’s book that he is indeed about to step off a precipice.

ON THE MOTHER as SUPER-ADALBERT runs up and strikes a pose.



KING ADALBERT 


Do not fear,  I will save him  - with my amazing power 


of flight.

He steps forward like he is about to do something, but instead throws his head back and shouts. 



KING ADALBERT 


ROYAL AIR FORCE!

ON THE BOY as he steps off the cliff and is about to plunge.  Suddenly a 

BI-PLANE swoops into shot, catches the boy on it’s wing and swoops off again!

ON THE ECSTATIC MOTHER AND ADALBERT. 



MOTHER


He’s saved. Saved.



KING ADALBERT ( false modesty ) 


Please, it was nothing. All part of the job for- 

But the mother is running off and WE PAN WITH HER to reveal the plane has landed lose by. THE EXTREMELY DASHING AND NOBLE PILOT is climbing out, holding the little boy in his arms.



MOTHER 


Thank you. Thank you so much. 



LITTLE BOY 


When I grow up I want to be a pilot.

ON KING ADALBERT



KING ADALBERT 


Hey, that’s not fair. 


He should want to grow up to be a king!

The daughter runs in  - in another home made costume. This one consists mainly of pictures of horses taped to her body, with a toy horse tied to her head.



DAUGHTER 


WHOOOOSH! I am Pony Girl and my super power is 


I really,  really want a pony. NOW can I be you sidekick?



KING ADALBERT


NO.

The girl slumps off again, looking even more upset than last time.

CLOSE ON ADALBERT



KING ADALBERT


Hmmm, there’s more to this hero business than 

I thought. If I’m going to become the idol of 

thousands of grateful citizens I’ll have to think big.


PROFESSOR ICKS ( OS ) 

EUREKA! 

WIDE. PROFESSOR ICKS is riding past on a tiny, tiny, tiny, tiny bicycle, crouched into a hunched shape to stay perched on it’s miniature seat.



PROFESSOR ICKS ( con’t) 


The worlds smallest bicycle is a success.

He sinks two inches and the bike vanishes.



PROFESSOR ICKS


Oh no, it’s gone up my bottom! 



KING ADALBERT 


Professor Icks. I need your help.



PROFESSOR ICKS ( pained ) 


And I need a long pair of tweezers



KING ADALBERT


I want you to build me  - A VILLAIN!

KING WIPE ( or whatever ) TO -

EXT.  A VIEW OF THE TOWN. DAY



 KING ADALBERT (VO)


An ordinary day in Porto-Cristo.


An ordinary day that is about to turn to terror!

Suddenly something terrible is tearing it’s way through the rooftops. A GIANT ROBOTIC DINOSAUR is trashing the town.



MONSTER


RARG! RARG!

CLOSE to show Professor Icks driving it, looking out of a window in it’s chest. 



PROFESSOR ICKS


Normally I would object to such a shameful use 


of science, but this is fun!

ON A CROWD OF CHILDREN throwing their text books/comics away in horror.



CHILDREN


( cries of alarm )

Adalbert runs through shot.



KING ADALBERT 


I will save you!

ON ADALBERT squaring up to the monster. 



KING ADALBERT ( to monster ) 


Pick on something your own size.



MONSTER


RAAAAAAARG!

Once again Adalbert looks like he is about to do something, then -



KING ADALBERT


ROYAL GUARD!

Instantly a TROOP OF SOLDIERS appear and snatch Adalbert from the floor. 

Acting like a gymnastic team they twist, turn and manipulate him through a series of martial arts moves like he were in a Hong Kong action movie and they were his invisible wires ( except we can see them! ) Every time he kicks or hits out at the metal monster the soldiers make the sound effects.



SOLDIERS 


Wham! Bam! Pow! 



KING ADALBERT 


Look at me kids, I’m saving the kingdom!

The dinosaur begins to topple backwards.

ON A CHILD pointing in horror.



A CHILD 


Oh no, the monster is falling on that kitty!

ON THE CUTEST KITTEN WHO EVER LIVED as the shadow of the collapsing creature looms over it.



THE CUTEST KITTEN 


( truly pathetic meow )

But just as the monster hits the ground someone throws themselves through the frame, snatching the kitten up in their arms and propelling it to safety.

ON THE CHILDREN CELEBRATING.



ALL THE CHILDREN


( cheers )

CLOSE ON KING ADALBERT 



KING ADALBERT 


Please no thanks. It’s all part of the job for… 



A BOY ( OS )


When I grow up I want to be a pilot.  



KING ADALBERT 


Huh?

ON THE CHILDREN surrounding the kitten’s saviour - the pilot from earlier!

In his arms he holds the kitten, who licks him. 

ON ADALBERT looking shocked.



KING ADALBERT


But – but..

The daughter runs in. This time she has a small portable TV strapped to her head and carries a microphone.  



THE DAUGHTER


WHOOOSH!  I am Karaoke Kid and my super power is-



KING ADALBERT ( snapping ) 


NO!!!

On the verge of tears the daughter runs off, but Adalbert is too busy being jealous to notice. He reaches into his robe and pulls out a bulging sack.



KING ADALBERT 


A BAG OF GOLD TO EVERY CRIMINAL WHO GIVES THEMSELVES UP AND SAYS I CAPTURED THEM!

NEW ANGLE as A COUPLE OF REALLY CREEPY CROOKS appear from behind trashcans and advance on him threateningly.



CRIMINAL ONE 


Sounds like a good deal to us.



CRIMINAL TWO

 
Except for the capture bit. 



CRIMINAL 


And we’ll take your crown as well.

They go to grab him.





KING ADALBERT


HELP!

But before they can, a net is thrown into frame. As it is pulled tight rendering them powerless WE PAN to see who is holding the other end of the rope; his pose a mirror of mighty mighty MightyMan’s in the comic. 



THE PILOT


Lucky I’m a keen fisherman as well as a pilot!



KING ADALBERT 


Oh poo - now even I want to grow up to be you!

He takes off his crown/mask and offers it to the pilot.



KING ADALBERT


Here. You deserve this. Not me.


I’m really bad at doing good. 



THE PILOT ( kindly ) 


You  know there’s someone else who would really like that.

A beat. Adalbert brightens. He finally gets it. 

ON THE DAUGHTER sitting on the kerb looking very upset. Adalbert walks up and offers her the crown.



KING ADALBERT 


Daisy, this is for you.



THE DAUGHTER ( cheering ) 


You want me to be your sidekick after all?



KING ADALBERT 


No, I want to be yours. 


I bet you’d make a really good good guy.

Excitedly she jumps to her feet and puts the crown/mask on.



DAUGHTER


Thanks Adalbert – you’re a hero!

She puts both arms out in front of her and runs off like she’s flying.  



DAUGHTER 


WHOOOOOOOOSSSH! 

CLOSE ON ADALBERT as a penny drops. He throws back his head and-



KING ADALBERT 


ROYAL TAILOR!

KING WIPE TO -

EXT. THE FRONT GATE OF THE PALACE. DAY

Adalbert and the prime minister are looking out across the street.



PRIME MINISTER 


Congratulations Sire, you’ve certainly 


made the world a better place.

WIDER. We see citizens running around in Adalbert’s cast-off costumes  being really nice to each other; helping each other across the road, carrying heavy packages etc.



CITIZEN 


Here let me help you. 



CITIZEN TWO


No let me help you.



KING ADALBERT ( pleased ) 


Now everyone has one of my costumes everyone 


is acting like a hero.

CLOSE ON THE PRIME MINISTER



PRIME MINISTER


But don’t you want to join them?

WIDER. To her surprise Adalbert has vanished.



KING ADALBERT (VO)


But mighty mighty MightyMan is no longer there.

WIDER STILL. We see the streets are absolutely packed with happy costumed citizens doing good deeds.



KING ADALBERT (VO con’t )


Simply knowing he has done something good is his reward.

An ecstatically happy daughter runs across the foreground of the frame.


DAUGHTER 
WHOOOOOOOSH!

THE END 

� In a perfect world I’d do 60’s-style Batman wipes in this one – with a crown logo rushing to the foreground on a bed of spinning colours. If fits the subject and mood, but might not fit the creator! 
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