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THE TALE OF TAILS
By Alan Gilbey
Final Draft

When Nine loses something,                              Big Top finds a friend.                             Replacements fail                                        So which tail                                          Will end up on his end?
April 2007

1 EXT. FRANKENSTEIN'S CASTLE - RAMPARTS. DAY
ON THE COCKEREL standing on the ramparts, chest puffed out. It goes to crow it’s usual – 



1 COCKERAL (OS) 


COCKADOO-

CRASH! The entire background falls from behind it like a picture has fallen off a wall. For a beat the bird is left standing in white space, then it plummets too. 

Another beat then the white background falls off screen too, revealing the usual establishing shot scenery. 

EPISODE TITLES OVER PAN TO ODDSBURG – <FAIRGROUND MUSIC.>

2 TOWN CRIER (OS) 


Oyez! Oyez. Roll up, roll up for the Oddsburg village fair.

DISSOLVE TO-

2 EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE. DAY. CONT
ON THE TOWN CRIER CRIERING.

3 TOWN CRIER ( CONT )

Win a fabulous prize for guessing the weight of the town crier.

WIDEN to reveal that the town crier is being held aloft by A SMALL STRAINING VILLAGER.

4 VILLAGER

Er.. thirteen tons? 

ON THE BOYS, each holding a huge turnip, and the MAYOR.

5 MAYOR 


And it gives me great pleasure to present the award for most magnificent turnip to-   

PIPSQUAWK has the smallest specimen of the lot and is covered in rosettes, to which the mayor adds another one

6 MAYOR ( CONT )

My son – Pipsquawk!

ON LOTTIE watching from a distance, holding a large cardboard box.



6 LOTTIE


It's so unfair Nine. He's won everything so far.

The box pops open revealing NINE is inside.



7 NINE


So let's get unfairerer Lottie!

With a conspiratorial <CHUCKLE> they sneak off. 

ON THE TOWN CRIER ringing his bell



8 TOWN CRIER


Oyez - Oyez- all contestants to the arena for the goat herding competition.

The boys pass by, each with a GOAT trotting beside him.


9 PIPSQUAWK


That prize is as good as mine!

BIG TOP brings up the rear carrying a log.



10 BIG TOP (confused)


Are goats those loggy things that look like logs?

ON THE MAYOR announcing once more.



11 THE MAYOR


Goat ready. Goat set. Go–at!

A MONTAGE OF SHOTS as we see the ancient Oddsburg game of goat herding in progress. 

Through a series of <WHISTLES> Pipsquawk guides his goat, acting like a sheepdog, as it drives a villager towards a wooden pen. 

12 THE MAYOR ( VO ) 


And look at them go!

SHOTS OF THE BOYS herding one villager each.

13 THE MAYOR ( VO cont )


The village boys are off to a great start – each goat trying to herd it's local yokel towards the pen at the end of the square.

14 SWEENY


Run mother run!



15 CLEVER TREVOR 


Feel the power of goats.

ON BIG TOP shaking his log at the smallest villager who seems confused by what he’s trying to do.



16 BIG TOP ( sad ) 


It's not working, is it?

ON LOTTIE pulling a pose.



17 LOTTIE


Time to show them how it's really done. ACTIVATE ROBOGOAT 3000!

We hear a mechanical <REVVING UP NOISE> done by Nine OS.

ON A SHOCKED VILLAGER



18 SHOCKED VILLAGER


What is it?

ON ANOTHER SHOCKED VILLAGER



19 ANOTHER SHOCKED VILLAGER


I don't like it.

ON A THIRD.



20 A THIRD VILLAGER


Let's hide from it in that pen!

WIDE To reveal what they are talking about. Lottie is running around the field with the cardboard box with has Nine's legs sticking out from under it and his tail sticking out a hole at the back. She has drawn a goat on the sides and is pretending to operate it with a TV remote control in her hand. 

Several villagers are running from it towards the pen, being herded by Nine.

LOTTIE


My mechanical supergoat will win this contest easy!

ON CLEVER TREVOR with his open book, and the other boys looking annoyed.



22 CLEVER TREVOR 


The Big Boys Big Book Of Big Boys Stuff says girls couldn't possible invent something like that – and if they did they wouldn't know how to use it.



23 PIPSQUAWK  


Stop her scoring any points!

ON LOTTIE, NINE AND THE VILLAGERS as the boys run towards them threateningly.

ON BIG TOP and his log.



24 BIG TOP 


Don't worry Pipsquawk. My goat will save the day!

Big Top bowls his log onto the floor and it rolls off at speed towards the action.  

ON LOTTIE as she looks round and sees the rolling towards them from behind.

25 LOTTIE

Jump Robogoat 3000!

NEW ANGLE as the log catches up with them and they both jump on top of it. Now they are running on the log, rolling towards the boys who scream in horror-

26 BOYS

<SCREAMS OF HORROR!>

- then U-turn and run the other way towards the pen.

ON THE PEN as the boys run inside.  The log, with Lottie and Nine running on top, slams into the opening, sealing it shut.

ON THE MAYOR and <CHEERING CROWD>

27 MAYOR

We have a winner!

Lottie skips in singing one of her usual rubbish songs.


28  LOTTIE ( singing ) 


Winner. Winner. Where's my fishy dinner?

The mayor hands her a big golden cup full of fish.

29 THE MAYOR


A years supply of pickled herrings goes to Pipsqu- er, Lottie!

ON AN EXCITED NINE ( still in his box ) surrounded by goats, Some of them are tentatively nibbling at him – including one who is tugging at his tail.



30 NINE


Picklefishalious! We've won the pri-
Oi, get off. Stop nibbling me!

Lottie walks over and lifts him off the ground, away from the choppers of the goats.



31 LOTTIE


Come on Robogoat. Let's go back to your place and stuff ourselves silly.               

3 EXT. AROUND THE CORNER. ODDSBURG 
ON LOTTIE as slips out of view of the villagers and tips Nine out of the box. 



32 NINE


I enjoyed being a robotogoat Lottie, but I much prefer being you and me.

REVERSE as they walk off towards the forest and castle. This should feel like the wrap up of a very short episode!


33 LOTTIE


And they both lived happily ever

after – the end.

WE IRIS DOWN ON NINE'S BOTTOM then <SHOCK MUSIC> The iris opens again in surprise. Nine's tail is missing!

STITCH WIPE TO- 

4 EXT. THE DESERTED TOWN SQUARE. DAY. 
CLOSE ON BIG TOP 



34 BIG TOP


Boys, we lost the goat contest,

but we've still got each other.

PULL OUT FAST. Big Top is completely alone.



35 BIG TOP 

Oh, they're still not talking to me. 

He begins to walk off in a dejected manner.



36 BIG TOP


<SIGH> If I wasn't me I wouldn't want to know me either.

<OFF SCREEN SQUEAK OF ALARM AND GOAT GROWLS> 



37 BIG TOP 


Yikes, something's in distress. To The Me-mobile! ( beat ) Oh, I don't have one.

He runs off screen towards the noise.

ON TWO GOATS playing tug of war with Nine's disembodied tail, fighting over who is going to eat it. Through this the tail <SQUEAKS> like a squeaky children's toy.


38 BIG TOP


Put that squeaky thing down!

The goats look round as Big Top runs in waving his hands around above his head in a silly floppy manner shouting-

BIG TOP

Shoo! Shoo!

The goats drop the tail and run.

Big Top picks the tail from the ground. It is totally limp in his hands.



40 BIG TOP 


Aggh! I'll give it the kiss of life. ( panic ) Aggh! It doesn't have a mouth. I know,I'll give it the cuddle of life instead!

Big Top hugs the tail with great emotion. Slowly it begins to <SQUEAK> and <SQUEAK> like an ECG machine indicating someone is coming back to life.

With a final <TRIUMPHANT SQUEAK> the tail fully animates and begins to jump at Big Top like an excited puppy.



41 BIG TOP ( excited ) 


I've got a new best friend!

STITCH WIPE TO-

5 EXT. CASTLE FRANKENSTEIN. CONT.
Usual establishing shot.



42 NINE  (OS)


Where is it? Where is it!

DISSOLVE TO-

INT. MAIN HALL. CASTLE FRANKENSTEIN. CONT.

Nine is rushing around like mad dead cat thing, lifting and looking under a basket, a chair, a piece of furniture.

Lottie looks on, slightly hiding in case anyone sees her.

43 LOTTIE  ( hushed ) 


Where did you last see your tail Nine?



44 NINE


On my bottom. I thought I was feeling a breeze.

ON NINE going up the FRANKENPETS who are sleeping in front of the fire. He begins picking them up one by one, pulling their tails off and discarding them. Each pet wakes with a start as he does it.



45 NINE


Too Birdy… Too doggy… Too weird.


46 THE PETS

OW! OW! OW!



47 EGORA


What's the matter Nine – having trouble keeping it together?

NINE

Where's my tail? 



49 FIFI

If I had to hang around your rear end I'd run away too.

The rotten pets <LAUGH.>

ON LOTTIE half hiding behind a pillar as a dejected Nine walks by.

50 LOTTIE


Never mind Nine I'm sure we can make you another one – out of a stuffed sock or something.

51 NINE


Make me another one? MAKE ME ANOTHER ONE!



52 LOTTIE


Alright, it was a soppy suggestion.



53 NINE


No Lottie, it was brillorama. Who needs a tatty catty tail when I could have something tailmungus! To the lavatory!

He runs off. A beat. He runs back.



54 NINE


I mean laboratory.

He nips off again. Lottie rushes after him.

7 INT. FRANKENSTEIN'S LAB.  CONT.
ON DOCTOR FRANKENSTEIN holding a really weird looking thing like a big fluffy puff ball.

56 FRANKENSTEIN

It lives! It lives!

The ball opens up wide to reveal an absolutely massive mouth lined with hundreds of vicious teeth. It <ROARS>

57 FRANKENSTEIN ( scared )

And I think I'd better get rid of it!

He runs out of frame. 

A beat. Lottie and Nine come sneaking in.

ANGLE ON A LARGE TRUNK. Nine pulls it open and Lottie <GASPS> in wonder at what’s inside (we never see this.)

58 NINE


Behold Doctor Frankenstein's Big Box O Body Bits. I'm gonna get me the best tail ever!

8 <MUSIC> AND A MONTAGE 

- that cuts between scene of Big Top having fun with Nine's old tail and Nine trying on a succession of new ones.

* ON BIG TOP running through the forest with Nine's tail running alongside him like a very frisky snake.

* ON NINE looking very manic. PULL OUT AND TURN 180 DEGREES. Nine has a curly MONKEY tail and is hanging upside down from a beam high about an unimpressed Lottie's head chattering and eating a banana.

* ON BIG TOP throwing a ball for Nine's old tail. It hooks around it like a bat and knocks it back to him.

* ON NINE straining. PULL OUT. He has a black and white skunk's tail and Lottie is running from the room.

* ON BIG TOP and the tail rolling around on the ground. The tail is tickling him and making him laugh.
* CLOSE ON NINE walking along, nose held high in the air,  looking very, very pleased with himself.

9 EXT. THE FOREST. DAY
ON NINE walking along ( as above ) using  a strange, superior voice.



59 NINE


Now this is the kind of superior bottom wear someone of my magnificence deserves.

PULL OUT FAST. He has a massive peacock's tail. Lottie is walking beside him.



60 LOTTIE


I think your new tails keep going to your head.

ON BIG TOP AND NINE'S OLD TAIL still romping and rolling.

61 LOTTIE ( CONT OS )


I liked your old one. 

The tail freezes and looks up excitedly. It knows that voice!



62 NINE ( OS ) 


My odd tail? My old tail! 

The tail runs away from an alarmed Big Top towards the sound of the voice.

ON LOTTIE AND NINE 



63 NINE ( CONT) 
 

I don't miss it one teeny tatty bit. 

ANGLE CLOSE ON THE TAIL reeling back in shock. Can it really be hearing this?



64 NINE ( CONT ) 


I'm glad that flapping fly swat's gone so I could get something better. 

ON THE TAIL as it turn and slumps away. If it had eyes it would be crying.

ON LOTTIE AND NINE Walking away from us.



65 NINE ( CONT ) 


In fact I've got my eyes on the ultimate upgrade.

ON BIG TOP finding the distraught tail. He strokes it. Hugs it. He holds out a hanky so one end of the tail can <BLOW> it's nose – not that it has a nose but it manages to blow one anyway. The tail hugs him back. Big Top smiles.

ON NINE walking away from a dismayed Lottie towards the    39,000 steps to the castle. 



66 NINE ( CONT ) 


You ain't seen nothing yet!

Stitch WIPE TO-

10 EXT. THE CASTLE. NIGHT
The usual storm establishing shots. 



67 NINE ( Deranged ) 


It lives! It lives! 

11 INT. THE GRAND HALL. NIGHT  
ON THE FRANKENPETS reeling back in horror. 



68 NINE ( CONT ) 


HA! HA! HA! HA! HA! HA!

ON NINE who now has an enormous dragon's tail completely out of proportion with his body.

NINE ( megalomaniac CONT ) 


With the power of this mighty dragon's tail no one will ever laugh at me again!

The mighty tail arcs through the air and smashes down hitting the ground with a sound of thunder.

ON THE FRANKENPETS clinging to each other in fear.



70 EGORA ( terrified ) 


Well I’m not arguing with that.

WHAM! The tail smashes down again just missing them. They run for it.

ON NINE enjoying his new power. As he speaks the following speech there's a subtle shift in status. At first he's on the ground with the tail behind him, then the tail begins to lift into the air so that it’s tip is higher than his head. It begins to shake him.


71 NINE


HA!HA!HA! Now the foot is in the other boot! When the going gets tough the goers get tougherer and- ( to tail)  what are you doing? It's me who's supposed to be wagging you!

Suddenly the tip of the tail looks like the head of the animal and Nine the tip of the tail! It shakes him even harder.



72 NINE ( shaken and stirred ) 


WooOOOooooOOOoooAHHH!!! 

NEW ANGLE ON THE TAIL snaking away with Nine carried along behind.



73 NINE 


Put me down you scaly seat warmer. I'm the head of this operation.

<SMASH!> The tail breaks through a wall, Nine exiting with it.

12 EXT. CASTLE FRANKENSTEIN. NIGHT
ON THE TAIL as it snakes away from the castle and down the steps towards distant Oddsburg with Nine bringing up the rear.



74 NINE ( calling out ) 


Lottie – things are getting bizarro again!

STITCH WIPE TO-

13 INT. BIG TOPS BEDROOM. NIGHT.
Big Top has Nine's old tail tucked up in his bed and is reading him a nice story from a book.



84 BIG TOP ( reading )

And when Squippy the accountancy squirrel saw the size of his tax bill he went-                          

85 NINE ( OS) 


HELP ME! HELP ME! HELP ME PLEASE! 

Big Top looks up to the window. The tail looks to the window too and then dashes from the bed. They both look out and <GASP> at what they see.

14 EXT. THE STREETS OF ODDSBURG. NIGHT.
The dragon tail is attacking the town, rearing up over terrified villagers who are running in terror.

86 VILLAGERS

Monster! Monster!

ON A SHOCKED VILLAGER in a complete reuse of earlier sequence.

87 SHOCKED VILLAGER


What is it?

ON ANOTHER SHOCKED VILLAGER



88 ANOTHER SHOCKED VILLAGER


I don't like it.

ON A THIRD.



89 A THIRD VILLAGER


Let's hide from it in that pen!

They all run past THE TOWN CRIER ringing his bell.



90 TOWN CRYER


Oyez, Oyez, a mighty sea serpent is attacking the village - and it's got a weird looking cat stuck to it's bottom.

ON THE RAMPAGING DRAGON TAIL, with Nine stuck to it's back end like it's sat in furry chewing gum.



91 NINE


Help me!

ON LOTTIE RUNNING OUT OF HER HOUSE.



92 LOTTIE


Keep calm Nine I'll save you by – by - 

WHACK! The tail just misses her.



93 LOTTIE


Bye-bye!

She runs off again. 



94 LOTTIE


I think what I need is a plan.

15 INT. BIG TOPS BEDROOM. NIGHT.
ON BIG TOP AND THE TAIL watching the horror outside their window. <DISTANT SCREAMS> and <CRASHES>

Big top looks at the tail which is pressed against the glass.



95 BIG TOP ( sadly ) 


You want to go don't you?

The tail nods a definite no to him. A pause. It's lying. It nods a yes. Reluctantly Big Top opens the window and let's the tail jump out.

He waves a sad goodbye and then slumps and begins to cry.

16 EXT.  OUTSIDE BIG TOPS HOUSE. NIGHT.
The tail runs ( well, jumps ) to the rescue. 

96 NINE ( OS ) 


HELPPPPPPPPPPP!!!

It runs past CLEVER TREVOR standing in the street reading from his book. 



97 CLEVER TREVOR

The Big Boys Big Book Of Big Boys Stuff says that if you really love something sometimes you have to let it go. ( beat ) Yuck, what's that girly mush doing in the Big Boys Big Book Of Big Boys stuff?

He rips the page out.

17 EXT. THE STREETS OF ODDSBURG. NIGHT.
ON LOTTIE with a chair trying to tame the dragon's tail like it were a lion. The tail <SNAPS> like a whip and takes a leg off the chair. 



98 LOTTIE


Nine, try to control it.



99 NINE


I can't. It's too strong.

18 EXT. DIFFERENT STREETS OF ODDSBURG. NIGHT.
ON THE TAIL leaping through the streets.

19 EXT. THE STREETS OF ODDSBURG. NIGHT.

ON THE TIP OF THE TAIL going for Lottie like a whip, missing and damaging the base of a lamp post instead



100 LOTTIE


Yikes!  

ON THE WHOLE TAIL as it raises itself high above Lottie like a cobra, looking a lot like it is about to arc down and crush her.

ON NINE'S OLD TAIL as it <SQUEAKS> and our music lets it make a bit of a heroes entrance.  



101 NINE


My old tail. You came back!

It runs in, looking like it is going to fight the dragon’s tail to protect Lottie and is ridiculously outclassed. David versus Goliath.

A duck. A dive. A twitch. Then instead of taking it on in a fight it runs round the back and leaps onto Nine – who it begins to tickle all over instead!



102 NINE


<HELPLESS LAUGHTER>  

As Nine begins to crease and convulse the dragon's tail does too. Before it had moved in languid arcing swishes    ( destructive, but graceful ) now it goes all straight and stiff and slashes from side to side in single speedy strokes <BANG! BANG! BANG! > like it is out of control.

103 NINE


<INCREASINGLY HELPLESS LAUGHTER>  

Lottie gets out of the way quick as the tail hits the already damaged lamp post.

With a <CREAK> and a <CRASH> it comes tumbling down, landing between Nine and the dragon's tail, effectively severing it ( though because of the angle we don't see anything gory! ) 

ON LOTTIE AND THE TAIL. All three start jumping up and down in <CELEBRATION.>

Nine offers his bottom and the tail jumps on. 

They all walk off <LAUGHING> towards the castle.

ON LOTTIE looking back as they go. She is shocked to see a very sorrowful Big Top staring out of his window, watching them go heartbroken.  

STITCH WIPE TO-

20 EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE. DAY. 
ON LOTTIE AND NINE hiding behind a dustbin, covertly watching something and smiling. There are off screen sounds of <LAUGHTER> and <ALARM.>



104 NINE


That was dead nice of you Lottie… telling the other boys it was really Big Top who invented Robogoat 3000 but let you take the credit.

ON THE BOYS who are being chased around the square by Big Top commanding the cardboard box goat/robot.

105 LOTTIE  ( OS )


They don't know whether to be scared or impressed! 

ON LOTTIE AND NINE



106 LOTTIE


He loves his replacement pet.


107 NINE


And I'll stay in the box until he finds a real one.
( a  beat. ) Er, I'm supposed to be in the box aren't I?

108 LOTTIE  ( shock ) 


But if you're not in the box who is?

ON A VERY HAPPY BIG TOP AND ROBOGOAT 3000 as it leaps up at him like a frisky puppy. As it does the angle lets us see that under the box is NINE'S TAIL ( who was missing once more in the last shot.)

Ah, love!

IRIS DOWN - THE END
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